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Thank you for your letter of 18 January 2018, on behalf of your constituent Mr Simon
Wilks of Flat 7, Norman Court, Lordship Lane, London about action taken by the
Government in response to the recommendations made by the Assistant Deputy
Coroner following the Iakanal House fire in 2009.

A note setting out the action taken by the Government in response t0 the
recommendations was placed in the Library of the House on 22 June 2017.

Mr Wilks asked whether new research was undertaken on Approved Document B. This
research was published in February 2017 and is available at:

httos://www.gov.uk/ government/publications/usabilitv-research—building—regulations—
gpproved-documents-b-and—m

The research confirmed the value of Approved Document B, recommended how
Approved Documents could be better presented and informed development of anew
style guide for Approved Documents.

It had been intended that this would form the basis for the publication of a revised
version of Approved Document B in 2016/17 but this work has taken longer to
complete. My officials are working closely with experts to complete the work: we
expect to consult later this year on a clarified version of Approved Document B, as well
as on revision to Approved Document B to cover use of assessments in lieu of testing
(also known as ‘desktop studies’) of external wall insulation systems.




In addition to thig work, the Government has Set up a Building Safety Programme to
ensure that people living in high-rise buildings are safe from the risk of fire, has
published a range of advice for building owners op the fire safety of cladding and

insulation materia]g and is helping building owners check, test and act where fire safety
concerns have been identified,

Please thank My Wilks for raising this important issye,
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